SIERRA RELDADING MAMNUAL - SIKTH EDITION

104 RUGER

Test Specifications: ( | )

Firearm Used: Universal
.204 |

Barrel Length: 24”
Twist: 1-11” 231
231 :l

Components: 360
Case: Norma
Trim-to Length: 1.840”

Primer: WSR

Remarks:

Patrick Meitin, author “The Predator &
Varmint Hunter’s Guidebook”

The .204 Ruger, a Remington/Ruger
effort, uses as a parent case the nearly P — L
defunct .222 Remington Magnum. Necking
the .222 Rem. Mag. to .204 caliber created _'I 378 I'_$
a varmint shooting juggernaut providing
flat trajectories, inherent accuracy and
gentle recoil. The .204 produces velocities exceeding 4,000 fps, while allowing
shooters to mark their own shots, dismantle burrowing rodents or anchor tough
predators at great distances. It's commonly chambered in both bolt rifles and
AR platforms.

Standard .204 Ruger bullets include 32 and 39/40 grain numbers, with
some lighter and heavier options. In my opinion the .204 Ruger does its best
work with 32 grain pills with exceptions, which I'll address shortly. With most
powders 32 grain bullets can be pushed to 4,000 fps (24-26 inch barrels)
without breaking a sweat (or approaching maximum loads). A number of
powders allow 4,100 fps with maximum loads (Vihtavouri N140 without
reaching maximum and quite accurately pushing 4,200 fps with maximum
measures of powder). N140 loaded to 4,100 fps produces 5 shot/1 hole groups
from my own out of the box .204 Ruger.

It’s all too easy to dismiss 39/40 grain velocities from the .204 Ruger, as
they mirror numbers produced by the wildly popular .223 Remington, maxing
out at 3,700 to 3,800 fps. | was once of this mind, saying “Why kill everything
good about the .204 when | can do the same thing with my .223?”

The difference is ballistic coefficients. A .204 caliber 39 grain BlitzKing
includes a BC of .287; the .224 caliber 40 grain BlitzKing .196. Launched at
an identical 3,700 fps, zeroed at 200 yards, subjected to a 10 mph crosswind,
the .204 drops 13.3 inches and drifts only 12 inches at 400 yards, the .223
including 16.5 inches drop and 19 inches drift with 40 grain pills at the same
distance. That’s pretty significant when targeting small varmints like ground
squirrels or prairie dogs on typical windy Wyoming days.

| own many varmint rifles chambered in a wide variety of cartridges, but
forced to pick just one (horrible thought!) the .204 Ruger would be my pick.
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INDICATES MAXIMUM LOAD - USE CAUTION ﬂ

168 LOADS LESS THAN MINIMUM CHARGES SHOWN ARE NOT RECOMMENDED. .
The Balletsmiths™



V. RIFLE RELDADING DATA

104 RUGER
(—,. #1032 204" 32gr. BlitzKing 2.260”
RE7 22.7 235 243 249
IMR 4198 21.0 221 230 238 243
LT 32 236 244 251 257 264
RE 10x 240 249 257 263
Benchmark 26.0 267 273 279
H335 26.7 273 280 287 293
IMR 8208 XBR 263 269 275 281 287
H4895 26.3 268 274 281 287
IMR 4895 262 265 271 278 287
N135 246 255 263 27.0 276
A 2495 257 263 269 276 283
IMR 4166 End. 26.0 266 274 283
IMR 4064 262 268 275 283
Exterminator 247 256 264 272 278
A 4064 262 269 277
RE 15 267 272 278 284 290 297
Varget 27.0 276 283 292
CFE 223 272 279 285 29.0 294 298 302
N540 268 274 279 285 291 296
AR Comp 26.1 269 276 283
Energy Ft. Lbs 870 921 973 1026 1081 1137 1194
Accuracy Load RE 7 24.9 4000 1137
Hunting Load H335 29.3 4100 1194

While conducting some
“spring cleaning” around
his deer hunting property
Patrick Meitin used a .204
Ruger and 32 grain Sierra
BlitzKing to literally flatten
this fawn eating coyote at
340 yards.
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SIERRA RELDADING MANUAL - SIHTH EDITION

104 RUGIR
(. #1039 .204” 39gr. BlitzKing 2.260”
RE7 216 222 229 235 244
IMR 4198 213 222 229 235
LT 32 236 246 253 257
RE 10x 229 240 248 255 258
Benchmark 234 244 253 261 267 27.3
H335 249 258 26.6 272 277
IMR 8208 XBR 25,6 261 266 273 279
H4895 243 249 255 262 268 275
IMR 4895 252 259 266 273 281
N135 232 242 250 257
A 2495 25.0 257 263 27.0 277
IMR 4166 End. 244 251 258 26.7 276
IMR 4064 251 260 268 275
Exterminator 235 242 249 257 265 273
A 4064 257 263 27.0 2738
RE 15 257 263 269 276 283 29.1
Varget 25.7 263 269 27.7 286
CFE 223 26.1 267 272 278 285 291 299
N540 258 263 269 276 283
AR Comp 236 242 249 256 264 272
Energy Ft. Lbs (39 gr.) 943 1001 1061 1122 1185 1250 1317
Special Load Powder Grains Velocity fps  Energy Ft. Ibs
Accuracy Load RE 15 29.1 3800 1250
Hunting Load CFE 223 29.9 3900 1317
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