VIIl. RIFLE LEGACY RELOADING DATA

6.5 & 50mm JAPANESE ARISAKA

Test Specifications: f )
Firearm Used: Type 38 Carbine

Barrel Length: 19 264 e

Twist: 1 x 9”

Case: Norma

.288

Trim-to Length: 1.974” .289
Primer: Remington 9 1/2 417

Remarks:

Adopted in 1897, the
6.5x50mm Arisaka served as
the Japanese service cartridge
through two major wars and
several smaller conflicts before °
World War II. Early Japanese 3
experiences in China brought 447 _L
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requests for a more potent ' =
service cartridge. This resulted in
the adoption of a more powerful — .466—-|
7.7mm service rifle cartridge in L )
1939. Making massive logistical
changes on the eve of a world war was hardly a simple matter for
the Imperial forces. As a result, the 6.5x50mm cartridge was used
extensively throughout the war. The round itself is comparable to other
contemporary 6.5mm service cartridges. The case is a semi-rimmed
design and was originally loaded with a 162 grain bullet at 2300 fps.
This was eventually changed to a 139 grain bullet, pushed to 2500 feet
per second.

As a group, the milder 6.5mm cartridges have proven themselves
to be reliable performers on most North American big game, including
deer, sheep and black bear. The Japanese offering is no exception, and
the 6.5x50mm can be reloaded with good results. Sierra’s 140 grain
bullets can be used to duplicate the original factory specs, although the
120 grain spitzer should prove best for most hunting applications.

Norma has been the only reliable source of boxer primed brass for
the 6.5x50mm. This lack of reloadable cases has spawned at least one
wildcat — the 6.5x257 Roberts. Many Arisaka owners, frustrated at their
inability to obtain 6.5x50mm cases simply had the chamber opened
up to accept a 257 Roberts necked up for a .264” diameter bullet. We
have seen several other cases suggested as a starting point for forming
brass for the 6.5x50mm Arisaka — the 220 Swift, 270 Winchester, and
35 Remington, to name a few. Given the differences in head design
and dimensions, we cannot recommend any of these as being entirely
satisfactory.

ﬂ A"  NDICATES MAXIMUM LOAD - USE CAUTION 1251
LOADS LESS THAN MINIMUM CHARGES SHOWN ARE NOT RECOMMENDED.

The Bulletspiths™



SIERRA RELDADING MANUAL - SIHTH EDITION

b.5 & 50mm JAPANESE ARISAKA

Bullet Caliber Weight Type C.0.A.L.
—— #1700 264" 85gr. HP 2.650”
Powder v Velocity > 2500 2600 2700 2800 2900
IMR-3031 33.0 340 350 36.0 370
IMR-4895 342 356 37.0 383 397
IMR-4064 36.0 371 382 393
IMR-4320 36.1 373 385 396 408
H380 378 394 409 425
Energy Ft. Ibs 1179 1276 1376 1479 1587
Special Load Powder Grains  Velocity fps Energy Ft. Ib
Accuracy Load IMR-3031 35.0 2700 1376
Hunting Load IMR-4895  38.3 2800 1479
Bullet Caliber Weight Type C.0.A.L.
Pr—— #1710 .264” 100gr. HP 2.710”
(| E— #1715 264" 107gr. HPBT MatchKing 2.800”

Powder v Velocity > 2400 2500 2600 2700 2800

IMR-3031 314 327 340 353

H335 36.0 369 377 386 394
BL-C(2) 36.8 380 393 405
IMR-4895 338 350 362 374

IMR-4064 348 36.0 372 384

IMR-4320 351 366 381 396

H380 385 398 410 423

Energy Ft. Ibs 1279 1388 1501 1618 1741
Special Load Powder Grains Velocity fps Energy Ft. Ib
Accuracy Load H335 38.6 2700 1618
Hunting Load H335 38.6 2700 1618

INDICATES MAXIMUM LOAD - USE CAUTION .
1252 LOADS LESS THAN MINIMUM CHARGES SHOWN ARE NOT RECOMMENDED. ﬂ%@



VIIl. RIFLE LEGALY RELDADING DATA

6.5 & 50mm JAPANESE ARISAKA

Bullet Caliber Weight Type C.0.A.L.
= #1720 264" 120gr. SPT 2.800”
- #1725 264" 120gr. HPBT MatchKing 2.800”
Powder v Velocity > 2300 2400 2500 2600 2700
IMR-3031 302 316 331 345
H335 332 344 356 368 380
BL-C(2) 339 353 366 380
IMR-4895 325 338 350 363
IMR-4064 333 345 358 37.0
IMR-4320 342 353 364 375 386
H380 354 373 392 411 430
IMR-4350 376 391 406
Energy Ft. Ibs 1409 1535 1665 1801 1942
Special Load Powder Grains Velocity fps Energy Ft. Ih
Accuracy Load IMR-4064  35.8 2500 1665
Hunting Load H380 43.0 2700 1942

Bullet Caliber Weight Type C.0.A.L
(e, #1730 .264”  140gr. SBT 2.920”
§E=——— #1740 264" 140gr. HPBT MatchKing 2.920”
WS 742 264" 142gr. HPBT MatchKing 2.920"

*requires a 1x8" or faster twist
Powder v Velocity > 2100 2200 2300 2400 2500

IMR-3031 287 301 315 329

H335 30.7 322 337 352

BL-C(2) 321 335 350 364

IMR-4895 303 317 331 345

IMR-4064 309 323 336 350

IMR-4320 314 328 341 355 3638
H380 329 350 371 392

IMR-4350 354 369 384 399

Energy Ft. Ibs 1371 1504 1644 1790 1943
Special Load Powder Grains Velocity fps Energy Ft. Ih
Accuracy Load IMR-4064 33.6 2300 1644
Hunting Load IMR-4350 39.9 2400 1790

ﬂ ™ INDICATES MAXIMUM LOAD - USE CAUTION 1253
EIUIUAY  LOADS LESS THAN MINIMUM CHARGES SHOWN ARE NOT RECOMMENDED.



